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Italy change their feature; but the Papacy is left deeply infected, deeply
distrusted, and enslaved to its own political schemes and alliances. Mean-
time, Europe has seen the face of Asia changed by the Mongol conquest,
and herself is only saved perhaps because the wave of invasion is exhausted.
The strange experiment of the Latin Empire fails, and the Crusades peter
out with the defeats of St Louis and the loss of Acre. And amid the clash
of arms and revolutions the merchants throng the ways of traffic by land
and sea, scholars trudge beside them, Florence becomes the clearing-house
of Europe, waves of art pass from Palermo to Milan, from Paris to West-
minster, and in churches rising out of the turmoil of peace and war those
potent generations put their hearts in stone and make the figments of the
brain their most lasting memorial.